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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

      

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Absent:  Trustee Isidoro Albanese  

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.    

 

Public Hearing to amend Chapter 61 in the Village Code 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board is opening up the public hearing for 

an amendment to Chapter 61 in the Village Code which deals with Energize NY PACE 

legislation.  This program allows property owners to get financing in order to install 

renewable, clean energy; specifically related to solar.  We are on the third iteration of this 

legislation that comes from the State who provides the language for the local law and if 

adopted by this Board, that is the language that will be in our Village Code.  There are so 

many changes this time around that we are going to repeal the current Chapter 61 and 

replace it with the new code.   

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that the biggest difference in this new version of the 

law is that previously Energize NY would provide financing to an eligible property owner to 

make the improvements to their property, building, home, or business and then that was 

repaid through the tax bill.  It would show a separate line in their tax bill that we would 

collect and reimburse.  If they sold the property it would simply roll with the property and 

the new owner would take on those payments.  If a payment was not made it was 

something that the Village would enforce through foreclosure proceedings.  This gave the 

banks a high level of confidence in the repayment of these loans.  What the legislature has 

done with this new version of PACE is to take the municipalities out of that process.  We are 

no longer guaranteeing repayment of the loan, it is no longer something for which we are 

responsible as recipients would now be required to make loan payments directly to Energize 

NY so it really removes us from the process.  Adopting this legislation will enable this new 

program to take effect in the Village.  

 Mayor Picinich asked if anyone from the public had comments in reference to the 

change, the repeal of Chapter 61 and the adoption of this new code.  There was no public 

comment at this time.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that this is much more protective of the Village; we are 

in a position of greater strength.  

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she went through it thoroughly and she 

wanted to make it clear that this is not for residential; this is for commercial, multi-family, 

and not-for-profit entities.  There are certain obligations under the municipality in terms of 

marketing and promotion.  There are no limitations on the amount of fees that can be 

charged for administrative purposes and she has a concern about the marketability of these 

properties once these liens have been filed.  She has absolute confidence that this is a step 

forward in terms of what was approved previously which put a tremendous burden and 
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obligation on the municipality to collect and come up with the money if there was an arrears 

or default; that is not present in this agreement and is a wonderful thing.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say that she is concerned about what our obligations are; concerned 

about everything being done by this administrative organization for the benefit of the 

municipality; she is not sure that really works.  It may have worked in the old draft but it 

may be something that just needs to come out.  She is concerned that we are not quite 

ready to go forward yet; she thinks that there are some unanswered questions.  It is clearly 

better than where we have been and where we are coming from; it really lessens the 

burden on us tremendously, but again, we have to put it on the website, we have to do 

marketing and other things that we are required to do so she believes further discussion is 

warranted on this before we totally embrace this new law.  Hopefully, we can revise and 

refine to make this the best it can be.  

 Mayor Picinich noted that this is an all or nothing deal with the legislation.  This 

comes from the State and always comes in this form and so we either accept or not so 

that’s the decision that we have to make.  There is no negotiating on this so either we offer 

this as an opportunity to property owners in the community or we don’t.  If you have 

specific concerns that you would like to send up to the folks that put these parts and pieces 

together I’d strongly encourage you to do that, but again, it’s changing a Statewide 

program and what might potentially happen as has happened here, with every iteration it 

gets better, it’s likely that is what will happen in this situation.  

 Trustee Schleimer said that she thinks that in an attempt to make the best 

agreement we can make for everybody, she would be surprised if other people didn’t have 

concerns.  So if someone has an address to send these up she’d greatly appreciate that.  

She is happy to send them to make the program better for everyone, but clearly it is better 

than where we came from and I fully support that concept.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that this deal is much improved and we are much less in 

a negative position than the agreement which is currently on the books.  

 Mr. Singleton stated that he did review it and shares Trustee Schleimer’s concern 

that they are presenting something to us that cannot be modified; the benefit in that is that 

every municipality is getting the same exact agreement and that’s a whole lot better than 

people negotiating special deals.  He reviewed it in its entirety and there are a couple of 

things that he would change, but in total, it is acceptable.  He has a few questions that he 

doesn’t think would hold anything up.  As far as the agreement is concerned it is only for 

commercial properties; there are some issues as to affecting the marketability that Trustee 

Schleimer also has concerns about, but those are issues that private entities are going to 

have to deal with private banks.  They are serving as an agent for the Village, they are 

using our capacity as a protector of the population here, but all in all it’s a good opportunity 

to provide clean energy at a good cost savings for property owners in the Village.  He would 

like to see it available to residential properties as well, but it’s not.  

 Mr. Brancati also stated that the other point to make is the lien that is placed on the 

property is secondary to any delinquency in property taxes.  So all property taxes are 

settled first before any payment is made with respect to the loan.   

 Mayor Picinich recommended that any concerns be forwarded to Mr. Brancati to send 

to the State.  It is her thought that we would not see the change in this iteration, but 

perhaps the next one.  She also recommended that we leave this public hearing open and 

gather more comments and revisit this at the next meeting.  

 

   

1) Communications:  None.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None.  
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4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Village tax payment reminder 

Mr. Brancati stated that first half 2019 Village taxes are due by Tuesday, July 2, 

2019 without penalty.  You may pay your taxes in person during office hours 8:30 a.m. – 

4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  If you have any questions please feel free to call the Tax 

Receiver, Joann Cerretani at 914-864-0034. For additional information concerning tax bills 

and payment schedule, please visit the Village’s website at www.mountkiscony.gov and go 

to the Receiver of Taxes Department and click on Tax Due Dates.  

 

b. Mobile Passport Announcement 

Mr. Brancati started by saying that as new passport requirements go into effect he 

wanted to remind the residents of Mount Kisco that the Mobile Passport Office will be at 

Village Hall, on Friday, June 14th to process passport applications from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

c. New Hire Announcement 

Mr. Brancati invited Joanne Aquilino, Superintendent of Recreation, to announce the 

hiring of George Price, the recreation department’s new Senior Recreation Leader. 

  

d. Storm Water Report  

  Mr. Brancati presented the following report:

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
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5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Memorial Day parade that was 

scheduled for April 30th was rained out, but the beautiful service to commemorate the day 

lived on at the American Legion where we gathered to give thanks to all the men and 

women who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our Country.  Thank you Commander Roger 

Guess, the Ancient Fife and Drum Corps, Mayor Picinich who gave a wonderful tribute, as 

well as the main speaker Veteran John Graziano, Don Ford, and Ms. Poppy.  Thank you to 

the American Legion Moses Taylor, Jr. Post 136 for all you do for our community and 

congratulations on celebrating your 100th anniversary this year.  The Mount Kisco Arts 

Council met and we have finalized our Summer Concert Series which will start on 

Wednesday, June 12th.  There is an awesome summer lineup that begins with Nordic Sound 

Jazz Orchestra, an 18-piece orchestra playing Jazz in Fountain Park next to Village Hall.   

Other talents scheduled include Stories and Songs from around the world, a punk band, a 

steel band, a Beatles Tribute band, Chamber music, and all sorts of different music in 

between.  Please join us on these eight (8) Wednesdays throughout the summer, you will 

not be disappointed.  Looking forward to the coming week, the Mount Kisco Historical 

Society will be meeting Wednesday, June 5th and she will report back what happens at that 

meeting.  The Chamber of Commerce will be holding their Annual Luncheon Thursday, June 

13th where Mayor Picinich will be giving the State of the Village address and the new Board 

of Directors for the Chamber of Commerce will be introduced.  She continued to note that 

the Mount Kisco Little League’s Annual Awards barbecue will take place on Thursday, June 

13th on the field at Leonard Park.  The baseball games are scheduled from 4:30 – 5:45 

p.m., the barbeque is at 6:00 p.m., the awards ceremony begins at 7:00 p.m., and there 

will be a home run derby and dessert at 7:30 p.m.  Congratulations to all that have worked 

so hard to make this program so successful and important to our community.  Finally, she 

wanted to thank the Beautification Committee and Trustee Albanese for the amazing 

gardens that are popping up all over town in the most interesting places.  Our Village looks 

beautiful.   
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 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she wanted to congratulate our soon to be 

graduates and reminded them to remember to register to vote.  This is a rite of passage; 

both graduation and voter registration, if you need forms they are online.  If anyone sees 

her, she carries them in her car in both English and Spanish.  She continued to say that the 

County Board of Legislators passed a ban on polystyrene food containers.  This has been a 

long time in the works and people are incredibly gratified to see us moving in this direction.  

Trustee Schleimer wanted to note that Sunday, she had attended a flag raising at the Pride 

Fest 2019 at the municipal building in White Plains, which was an amazing event.  It was a 

celebration for all people and an acknowledgment of the equality of all people.  It was 

moving, the tributes were amazing, the speeches and the speakers were phenomenal and 

she was glad she was there.  She continued to say that there is a Democratic primary on 

June 25th for those who are registered.  On Friday, June 21st and Saturday, June 22nd there 

will be a Wildflower trail walk on our Peninsula trail in celebration of National Pollinator 

Week.  Many of the 36 kinds of wildflowers on the trail will be in bloom, and we will see and 

hear many of the birds and butterflies that make the trail their summer home.  She assures 

everyone that it is a flat walk and is an easy walk even for people who have slight health 

issues.   

 

 Mayor Picinich began by congratulating the 145 students that were inducted last 

night into the Fox Lane High School chapter of the National Honor Society.  Last night’s 

ceremony marked the continuation of a tradition that began in 1934 when four (4) students 

formed a local chapter of the National Honor Society at the Mount Kisco High School.  The 

students inducted are honored as positive examples of scholarship, leadership, service, and 

character.  She wanted to remind everyone to enroll in Community Solar.  The Village of 

Mount Kisco will be generating clean, renewable, solar energy and because we are doing 

that and feeding the power back into the grid, energy customers that are in the Village can 

benefit by participating in the program.  As a participant you can receive a 10% reduction 

on your energy costs.  To get this credit go to www.solarizewestchester.com and click on 

ConEd customers, you will see that there is an option for Mount Kisco Community Solar and 

you can register there.  She continued to share that the Westchester Municipal Planning 

Federation honored our Community at its Annual Award Ceremony for our forward thinking 

Comprehensive Plan and our Downtown Overlay Zone.  We were in the company of other 

municipalities who have done extraordinary work on different projects that deal with 

planning, but it was wonderful to see that a year’s worth of effort and work through 

community engagement was recognized by them.  

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution authorizing a real property tax settlement- Mount Kisco Associates 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the following Tax Certiorari Settlement:  

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 

property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to the 

following parcels: 

Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years______________ 

Mount Kisco Associates 69.81-6-3   2014 to 2018 (Town)  

        2014 to 2019 (Village) 

 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

http://www.solarizewestchester.com/
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following:  

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2014   $331,740 $331,740   $0 

2015   $331,740 $304,590   $27,150 

2016   $331,740 $304,560   $27,180 

2017   $331,740 $295,920   $35,820 

2018   $331,740 $302,950   $28,790 

2019   $331,740 $289,220   $42,250 

 

Town Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2014   $685,900 $614,720   $71,180 

2015   $685,900 $623,380   $62,520 

2016   $685,900 $627,840   $58,060 

2017   $650,000 $621,000   $29,000 

2018   $600,000 $593,855   $6,145 

 

All in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

     

7) New Business: 

a. Resolution authorizing Village Manager to sign DOT Snow and Ice Indexed 

Lump Sum Contracts - Payment Factor Adjustment Amendment 

 Deputy Mayor Farber made a motion and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

authorize the Village Manager to sign the DOT Snow and Ice Indexed Lump Sun Contracts 

and receive a $12,941.71 refund, all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

b. Resolution authorizing Village Manager to sign Clinical Nursing Agreement- 

PACE 

Mayor Picinich asked Ms. Liz Dieter to the floor.  Ms. Dieter is the heart and spirit 

behind the Fox Senior Center and she is going to discuss the Pace Clinical Nursing 

agreement with Pace University down at the Fox Center.  

 Ms. Dieter began by thanking the Board for having her to discuss this initiative.  She 

continued to say that they have been fortunate enough to have the nursing students from 

Pace visit the Fox Center as part of their community nursing clinical experience which is 

more or less like a field placement.  It is a wonderful learning experience for the nurses and 

our seniors adore them.  They are learning a lot about staying healthy from them.  What 

she does is present certain issues that our seniors are having or have questions about and 

then when they come, each student nurse covers the specific issue they were concerned 

about.  Also, these nursing students are usually in a hospital when they graduate, they do 

not get to see healthy seniors very often.  So this is a wonderful opportunity for them to see 

what happy, healthy seniors are like and also experience what recreation programs do for 

seniors which is a big part of keeping them healthy.  When these students graduate, they 
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will be the boots on the ground and will be in charge of discharge.  They are the ones that 

sit with the patients and can direct them to a senior center where they are to get some 

activities to maintain and improve their health.   

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Clinical Nursing Agreement with Pace 

University; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

   

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

pay the bill as submitted on May 30, 2019 for the months of April and May 2019: 

 

General Fund     $  123,327.56 

Water Fund     $1,330,153.40 

  Sewer Fund     $      5,383.73 

  Library Fund     $      5,172.76 

  Capital Fund     $   280,310.34 

  Trust Fund     $     13,498.07 

    TOTAL   $ 1,757,845.86 

  All in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes:  

The minutes for VB- Regular Meeting 4-15-2019 and for VB- Regular Meeting 4-29-

2019 were tabled at this meeting.  

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: -  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:16 pm.  

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 


